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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23rd JANUARY 2023 AT 
HANKELOW METHODIST CHAPEL 

 
Present: Cllr Nigel Dibben, Cllr Chris Knibbs, Cllr Deborah Robb, Cllr Rob Tindall, Cllr Steve 
Mitchell, Cllr Joy Sansom, Cllr Ian Bennion 
 
In attendance 
Abbi Miller (Clerk) 
Janet Clowes (Ward Councillor) 
Ally Wills (Member of the Public) 
Mr and Mrs Freeman (Member of the Public) 

 
23/64 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  

Apologies received from Cllr Katie Clinton and Cllr James Du Pavey. 
 
23/65 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
 No declarations of interest. 

 
23/66 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
  

It was proposed by Cllr Robb and seconded by Cllr Tindall and agreed that the minutes from 
21st November 2022 are approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
23/67 QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF PUBLIC REGARDING ANY ITEMS 

ON THE AGENDA  
  

In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Orders, section 1d, members of the 
public were able to ask a question of the Parish Council or make a statement. 

  
Mr and Mrs Freeman attended the meeting to discuss agenda item 8.a. which refers to 
planning application 22/4967N Boars Head Hotel, London Road, Walgherton, CW5 7LA. Mr 
and Mrs Freeman reside close to the Boars Head Hotel and expressed their objection to 
retrospective planning application to erect a Tipi structure in order to run indoor events, 
including weddings, due to the considerable increase in noise pollution to their property since 
its construction in 2019. The Council welcomed their views and these were taken into 
consideration when providing comments to Cheshire East Planning.  

 
23/68 MATTERS ARISING 
  

o CIL Money – The Parish Council received a reply from Cheshire East and the Council 
are receiving the correct amount. Another payment is to be made in April. RESOLVED. 

o Bridgemere Lane – Cllr Knibbs to write to Highways. 
o The Parish Council would like to give thanks to Cllr Du Pavey for cleaning all the road 

signs in the Parish.  
 
23/69 TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON COUNCILLOR VACANCIES 
 
 Ally Wills attended with the view of joining as a Councillor. She will be invited to the March 

meeting if she would like to pursue this. 
 
23/70 FINANCE MATTERS 
 

A) The Parish Clerk presented the Finance Report (Appendix 13) 
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B) The Unity Account application has been reactivated. Cllr Knibbs to provide supporting 
identity documentation for signatory responsibilities. 

C) The following cheques were authorised: 
i. 564 Chairmanship Training (£25.00) 
ii. 565 Clerk Salary (£380.45) 
iii. 566 Clerk Salary HMRC contributions (£95.11) 
iv. 568 Neighbourhood Plan (£245.88 

D) RESOLVED – Charitable award to be split between Air Ambulance and ADCA. 
Cllr Robb proposed that perhaps more funds could be donated to a local food bank. Clerk 
to contact ChALC to understand whether charitable money from the Parish can be donated 
to a non-Parish serving charity. Cllr Clowes suggested the People Helping People Charity.  

 
 
23/71 PLANNING MATTERS 

 
Councillors received the Planning Report (Appendix 14), and the following planning 
applications with decisions made since the last meeting held on 21st November 2022: 

  
Plan No. Address Decision 
22/3907N Sunnyside, Park Lane, CW5 

7LD 
Approved with conditions 

22/0542N Land off Hunsterson Road, 
CW5 7PD 

Approved with conditions 

 
23/72.1 NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 22/4747N Wood Farm, Lodge Lane, CW5 7LD 

Certificate of lawful proposed use. 

RESOLVED: Comment to be provided to recommend a negative certificate. Only minor 
changes have been made from the previous declined application (22/3419N). The 
building is still so large compared to the dwelling (1.96 times as large as the dwelling).  

22/4885N Oakwell, Bridgemere Lane, CW5 7PL 

Variation of condition – Variation of Condition 2 on approval 22/2782N for Variation of 
Condition 2 on 22/0797N for extension and alteration. 

RESOLVED: No comments. 

22/4967N Boars Head Hotel, London Road, Walgherton, CW5 7LA 

Full planning – Retrospective application for erection of a canvas and timber tipi garden 
room with access path. 

RESOLVED: Objection – Noise pollution to local residents which has lead to the 
business being served a noise abatement notice by Environmental Health. If 
approved, this should be treated like all temporary structures whereby 
weddings/functions are limited by condition to 6 or less per annum. 
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23/73 HIGHWAY MATTERS 
 

o Cllrs Knibbs and Dibben attended a Highways Briefing which highlighted a much-
reduced budget for next financial year for road repairs. It seems that only repairs will 
be carried out next financial year with few capital projects. 

o Cheshire East will be clearing the footpath at the end of January. 
o Cllr Tindall and Dibben will report pot holes in need of repair. 

 
23/74 HS2a Progress 
 

o Cllr Knibbs attended the December meeting. 
o A comprehensive presentation was made by the Forestry Commission regarding grants 

for woodland creation. 
o Balfour Beatty provided an update on tree planting, pond creation and archaeological 

works. 
o Ground works will be finishing soon. 
o Next meeting to be held on 2nd March. 

 
 
23/75 UPDATE FROM CHESHIRE EAST WARD COUNCILLOR 
  

Cllr Clowes updated the Parish Council on the Site Allocations and Development Policies 
Document (SADPD). Focussing mainly on those sections relevant to a small rural Parish 
Council. A digital copy of the complete policies will be sent to all Councillors. Action Ward Cllr 
Clowes. 

  
23/76  PARISH IMPROVEMENT WORKING GROUP REPORT AND PROGRESS 
  

 Report of successful Defib launch - Thanks to all for hard work and hospitality 
 The planter/raised bed is with Cllr Dibben. This will be installed in March, shrubs, bulbs 

and some seasonal colour. Cllr Clinton to help with this. Cllr Dibben and Cllr Knibbs to 
provide filling. 

 Fingerpost - Cllr Dibben has drawn up plans and will move on with this. Money has 
been allocated from main Parish Council meeting to pay for specialist parts.  

 General signs most have now been cleaned by Cllr Du Pavey and Cllr Dibben. 
Advertising signs for houses and flats are being removed. Oakes Corner signs were 
damaged and now look better.  

 Litter collection: The A 51 is still to be tackled. 
 Take home your rubbish signs installed by Cllr Dibben in laybys.  
 Installing a A51 rubbish bin could be possible if a plinth was made for it. Cllr Knibbs 

and Cllr Dibben to look into. 
 Cllr Knibbs to look at ordering wild flower seeds, we missed the planting date but it can 

be done in March. Money already allocated from Parish.  
 Footpaths – Cllr Knibbs is still looking at the signs needed to describe routes round the 

Parish. Cllr Clinton is currently walking the routes.  
 Helping those in need - We have signposted warm spaces in Hankelow and will 

recommend funds are allocated to help pay for heating in the Methodist Church Hall. 
Cllr Du Pavey has asked the local school if they can identify locals who need help. 

 Cheshire Fencing - there is a reluctance to get involved, ownership is sought via 
ChALC.  

 
23/77  COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESILIENCE PLAN 
 

The Parish Council discussed whether there was a need for a Community Emergency 
Resilience Plan, and a sub-committee for this to be set up with terms of reference to confirm 
feasibility or otherwise, comprising Cllrs Dibben, Knibbs and Tindall. Cllr Clowes to circulate 



HATHERTON AND WALGHERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Page 4 of 4                                                                                    Chairman _______________________ 

an example of one from Basford and Weston. The Sub-committee will report at the next 
meeting. 
 

23/78  CHESHIRE EAST CONSULTATIONS 
 

Health and Wellbeing Consultation – Cllr Clinton to comment on behalf of the Parish Council 
as Health and Wellbeing Representative. 
Budget Consultation – Cllr Knibbs to comment on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
 

 
23/79  (ALL) MEMBERS REPORTS TO RAISE TO COUNCIL (FORMERLY AOB) 

  
o Cllr Bennion enquired about to the mobile home that has been stationed by the fishing 

lake. Cheshire East Planning Enforcement confirmed that it if it is part of a business 
then it’s legal.  

o Cllrs Knibbs, Dibben and Du Pavey to look into Helers traffic issues.  
o Clerk to send to Councillors the publicity period of restrictions for Elections. 
o Cllr Clowes enquired whether she could have access to the Parish Facebook account. 

 
23/80  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
  

Monday, 27th March 2023, 7:30pm 

Hankelow Chapel, 11 Old School Lane, Hankelow, CW3 0JN 

The meeting closed at 22:00 pm. 

 


