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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 29th MARCH 2021 
 
Present via video link: Cllr Chris Knibbs (Chair), Cllr Rob Tindall (Vice Chair), Cllr Steve Boyes, 
Cllr Neil Clowes, Cllr Nigel Dibben, Cllr Deborah Robb 
 
In attendance 
Ward Cllr Janet Clowes, Selina Clarke (Clerk), PCSO Nick Jarvis, Mr James Du Pavey, 
Mrs Katie Clinton, Mr S Carney (Resident) 

 
20/64 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence received from: Cllr Ian Bennion, Cllr Steve Mitchell 
  
20/65 RETIREMENT 
 It was reported that Cllr Barry Dakin has tendered his resignation from the Parish Council. He will be 

missed from the Parish Council as he was a great source of historical information. 
 
20/66 PUBLIC FORUM 
 A parish resident shared their concerns with the rising level of industrial noise day and night coming 

from Joseph Helers Factory. Parish Councillors had the opportunity to ask questions and it is an item 
on today’s agenda. 

 
20/67 CO-OPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS 

The chairman called for nominations to fill the 2 vacancies of Walgherton Parish Council 
 

 20/67.1 - It was proposed by Cllr D Robb and seconded by Cllr R Tindall that Mr James Du Pavey be 
co-opted as Parish Councillor for Walgherton. Cllr James Du Pavey unanimously elected. 
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office will be given to Cllr James Du Pavey to sign.  
Cllr James Du Pavey’s General Notice of Registrable Interests form has been received by the Clerk. 
 
20/67.2 - It was proposed by Cllr D Robb and seconded by Cllr R Tindall that Mrs Katharyn Clinton 
be co-opted as Parish Councillor for Walgherton. Cllr Katharyn Clinton unanimously elected. 
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office will be given to Cllr Katharyn Clinton to sign. 
Cllr Katharyn Clinton’s General Notice of Registrable Interests form has been received by the Clerk. 

 
20/68 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Regarding Planning item 20/4801N on the agenda, Cllr D Robb & Cllr J Du Pavey declared a personal 

interest and did not participate in the discussion of that item. No other declarations were made. 
 

 
20/69 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th January 2021 be approved as a true and 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
  
20/70 MATTERS ARISING 
 All matters arising have been completed or are individual agenda items. 
  
20/71 POLICING MATTERS 
 20/71.1 - PCSO Nick Jarvis updated the council with a breakdown of criminal activities, road traffic 

incidents, rural livestock issues in H&W Parish since 01/01/2021. 
 
 20/71.2 - He shared that the Rural Crime Team are out in the middle of night due to the recent 

shed/outbuilding thefts. Also, they are aware of some anti-social behaviour in H&W and the 
surrounding parishes which they are dealing with. 
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 20/71.3 - Cllr C Knibbs had the opportunity to ask questions on behalf of a Resident regarding what 
lawful actions they can take after the recent cyclist accident on Bridgemere Lane. 

 20/71.4 - There was a brief overview of the current Cheshire Alert and that the clerk has been provided 
with information to share and act upon with the council and residents. 

 
 20/71.5 - Clerk to enquire for the supply of Selecta DNA Kits & Signage for crime prevention and 

update the council. 
 
 20/71.6 - PCSO Nick Jarvis has agreed to attend a Parish Council at least every 6 months. 
 
20/72 ACTION PLAN & UPDATED POLICES 

20/72.1 - Action Plan for 2021-2025 has been based on a model Parish Council for 2021-2125 to 
improvements & engagements with the community. 
 

 20/72.2 - The chairman shared the previously circulated New and Updated Policies with the 
councillors for approval.  Policies are: 

 

Updated  New 

Standing Orders – updated to latest regulations Action Plan 2021 - 2025 

Code of Conduct – updated to latest regulations  Equality & Diversity Policy 

Finance Regulations – updated to latest version Health & Safety Policy (inc Covid) 

Complaints Policy Publication Scheme 

Disciplinary Policy Risk Management Policy 

Grievance Policy Training Policy 

 Records Management Policy 

 
 20/72.3 - Chairman proposed to group all the policies together and that the council approve them and 

the Action Plan. Minor changes suggested by Cllrs Dibben and Robb were agreed. 
 
 20/72.4 - Chairman pointed out the biodiversity and crime and disorder legal requirements behind 

their inclusion in the action plan. Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
2006 and Section 5(2) of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
RESOLVED – The council unanimously agreed. All the policies and Action Plan will be uploaded on 
the website (www.handwpc.org.uk) 

  
20/73 LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
 Chairman gave an update that Parish Councils are measured nationally adjudicated rather than locally 

and would like Hatherton & Walgherton to have a Foundation Community Governance Recognition 
that demonstrates we have the required documentation and information in place for operating lawfully 
and according to standard practice. The cost is £50.00 for registration and £50.00 on application, 
cheques to be authorised in Financial Matters. 

 RESOLVED - the Parish Council apply for the Foundation award  
 
20/74 LOCAL GOVERNANCE REVIEW CONSULTATION 
 A Governance review takes place every 10/15 years and the current one began in Sept 2018. The 

Parish Council completed a pre-consultation questionnaire and on hearing their recommendations 
Cllr C Knibbs and Ward Cllr J Clowes attended a Cheshire East meeting on 26th February 2021 and 
spoke against their recommendations. It was noted that for H&W PC there are no changes to 
boundaries. governance issues, no change of warding but it is recommended that we change from 
10 to 7 parish councillors. 

 Parish councillors felt that moving down to the minimum of 7 councillors would  

• reduce the democratic process 

• make sharing the workload more difficult 

• limit the route to escalate any issues upwards 
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• less succession rates 

• make effective contacts with residents much more difficult in our widespread rural community. 
 RESOLVED – H&W Parish Councill will discuss the response within the 12 week consultation period 

at the next meeting on 17th May 2021 
 

20/75 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
20/75.1 – RESOLVED – Minute 20/56.4 from January 2021 meeting, cheque number 000505 was 
written on 04/02/2021 for £295.00 for the Walgherton Noticeboard interim invoice. 
 
20/75.2 – Councillors received the Finance report, appendix 10 that detailed a bank reconciliation, 
budget against actual spend and a full year forecast. 

 Opening Balance on 31/12/2020 of £7,674.94 plus interest of £0.12 totalling £7,675.06 
 Spend since the last meeting was £1,387.88 leaving a balance of £6,287.18. There is a further 

£295.00 of an unpresented cheque. 
 

20/75.3 – RESOLVED – the following payments to be authorised:- 

Payment to Details Cheque Number Amount 

Selina Clarke Clerk Salary & Expenses Feb/Mar 000506 £382.56 

Chris Knibbs Zoom Subscription Feb/Mar 000507 £28.78 

NALC Award Scheme Registration Fee 000508 £50.00 

Cheshire East Waste Bin 000509 £291.31 

NALC Award Scheme Application Fee 000510 £50.00 
 

20/76 PLANNING MATTERS 
Councillors received the Planning Log, appendix 11 

 
20/76.1 - 20/4801N – Park House Farm Building, Park Lane, Hatherton, CW5 7QX 
RESOLVED to Object - Erection of stable building 
To reiterate previous comments submitted on 02/12/2020 
 
20/76.2 - 20/5315N - Whittakers Green Farm, Pewit Lane, Hunsterson, CW5 7PP 
Update - Installation of biomass boiler into existing grain store 
Ward Cllr J Clowes call-in has been rejected but responded by asking them to re-consider 3 saliant 
material planning considerations already been raised by herself. 
 
20/76.3 - 21/0783N - Brookfield Golf Club, Audlem Road, Hankelow, CW3 0JE 
Resolved to Object - Demolition of former 'Driving Range' and construction of replacement building 
for class E(g) business use. 
The Golf course is in an adjacent parish to H&W PC that borders on Birchall Brook- the parish 
boundary 
This is land that should have been reverted to Agricultural use after the golf course closed. Looking 
at the plans, the proposed building is much larger than the current Driving Range due to being 2 
storeys and wider.  The 2 storey building light pollution would affect the ecological sensitive area 
around Birchall Brook. The proposed office block is detrimental to the character and appearance of 
this rural parish. Also, public transport will be even more irregular so encouraging more traffic on the 
roads. It is not in a sustainable location. 
 
20/76.4 - 21/1292N - New House, Wybunbury Road, Walgherton, CW5 7NG 
Demolition of a carport and outbuilding to be replace by a Two Storey Side Extension, Replacement 
Porch and Single Storey Rear Extension. 
No Objection - We echo the responses from Wybunbury PC and that a plan be put in place so that 
delivery lorries do not arrive during school opening & closing times as the road get very congested. 
The parish feels this is a good improvement on the overall look of the house. 
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20/76.5 - 21/1210N - Poolbank Farm, Crewe Road, Walgherton, CW5 7LG 
Demolition of existing single storey rear extension. Construction of two storey rear extension and 
single storey rear extension. 
No Objection - H&W Parish Council supports this application as it improves the overall look of the 
property. 
 
20/76.6 - 21/0850N – Hillcrest, London Road, Walgherton, CW5 7LB 
Single storey infill extension to ground floor and infill extension to first floor. 
No Decision made while the Council check out previous Conditions 
 

20/77 HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
  20/77.1 - Bridgemere Lane Road Surface 

In February 2021 a deep hole in the road has caused a cyclist to have a serious accident with 
emergency services in attendance. 
The road infrastructure has severely deteriorated over the years and the increased number of HGV 
lorries using the lane has had an enormous impact. 
Ward Cllr J Clowes is taking this forward along with a similar issue in the Wybunbury parish. 
A concern from local residents and the parish council is that while part of Bridgemere Lane is closed 
due to the collapsed drain, lorries are using Birchall Moss Lane which is even narrower so they are 
driving along the grass verges and causing further damage. 
 
20/77.2 - Park Lane 7.5ton limit  
Ward Cllr J Clowes updated the council that the review meeting due in February 2021 was 
cancelled. A decision has been made by the Budget committee to change the way the money is 
allocated. Ward Cllr J Clowes is making enquiries if we still have the allocated budget from last year 
(2019/20) to do the investigation for the 7.5ton limit for Park Lane. 
 
20/77.3 - VAS unit out of action progress Hatherton Bends 
Clerk has reported that fault reference 3410540 Current Status is at Enquiry received as at 02/12/2020 
with no update from Cheshire East. Clerk to chase up Highways again. 
 
20/77.4 – Flooding Issues Outside Dagfields B5071 
Gully clearing was attempted in December but signage team did not turn up. Clerk to enquire when 
the team will be back, an email sent to Andrea Bickerton on 18/02/21 and was advised to email Roy 
Cook, 2 emails have been sent to Roy on 19/02/21 & 09/03/21 with no response. 
 
20/77.5 - ChALC are going to work on H&W behalf to improve the responses from Cheshire East, 
clerk to pass over 3 worst issues to ChALC and see if we can get some results. 
Nigel gave an update of blocked gullies, pot holes that are getting bigger. Some edges of road are 
starting to breakaway due to lorries having to mount the verges to pass by each other. 
 
20/77.6 - Clerk to invite a member of Highways to come along to the next parish meeting so we can 
escalate our issues. 
 

20/78 WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE 
20/78.1 - From 12th May, moving from a cabinet system to a committee system of top level meetings. 
 
20/78.2 - Ward Public Rights of Way (PROW) – A meeting is being set up after Easter 2021 to discuss 
what Cheshire East can offer us in terms of additional powers if we can set up a taskforce across the 
Wybunbury Ward. 

 
20/79 PARISH IMPROVEMENTS 

20/79.1 - New Website Progress 
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Cllr Dibben has been busy working to get our new website to meet the legal Accessibility Standards. 
He thanked Chris, Rob & Selina for help with reviewing the website.  
RESOLVED - Cllr Dibben has also forwarded all the details to councillors for their new email 
addresses 
Chairman thanked Cllr Dibben for all his efforts in completing the new website and would like it to be 
published via all media channels. 
 
20/79.2 - Parish Improvements Progress 
Cllr D Robb asked the council for bench purchase approval near the Hatherton Noticeboard and 
updated the parish council on the improvements progress. The next meeting will take place in 
April 2021 where more parish residents will be encouraged to take part. 
RESOLVED - to purchase a bench in principle, subject to secure installation, cost and acceptable 
position. 

 
20/80 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

20/80.1 - Email from Member of the Public with concerns over the damage to Bridgemere Lane which 
was discussed as an agenda item. 
 
20/80.2 - Email from a Member of the Public with concerns on the rising noise levels from Helers 
Factory which was discussed as an agenda item. 
 

20/81 NOISE FROM HELERS 
20/81.1 - The council listened to a member of the public at the beginning of the meeting.  Cllr N Clowes 
also shared his view on the level of noise coming from Helers. The chairman also has received reports 
from residents further away from Park Lane who can also hear the humming sound, particularly at 
night and worst depending on the direction of the wind. 
 
20/81.2 - The parish council have proposed to involve the appropriate Cheshire East Environmental 
Health Officer via Ward Cllr J Clowes to investigate what needs to happen next and what their view 
is on the noise levels and a third CHP system being installed. 
Cllr N Clowes to co-ordinate residents feelings and provide a list of residents who are affected and 
are happy to have sound meter equipment in their houses.  
 

20/82 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
20/82.1 - Cllr S Boyes announced that at his next meeting on 17th May 2021 he will be tendering his 
resignation as Councillor as he is leaving the area. 
 
20/82.2 - Cllr N Clowes updated the council with further information regarding the blocked drains 
between Helers / Park Lane and the brook. Cllr N Clowes to prepare a map with this information. 
 
20/82.3 - Cllr C Knibbs updated the council on PROW work underway to improve the footpath 
network. 
 
20/82.4 - Cllr C Knibbs has had a conversation with Jackie Weaver, ChALC, with concerns with the 
lack of communication with Cheshire East and the Clerk. 

  
20/83 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Monday 17th May 2021 – Annual Parish meeting 7:30pm followed by Parish Council Meeting at 
7:45pm 
Hankelow Chapel (or Zoom if restrictions change) 
The meeting closed at 10:20 pm 


